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OR, The Deceitfull 


| TRYED and CAST: _ 


b | 
[Being the Subſtance of ſome 
SERMONS Preached from 
Jerem. XVII. 9. 


For the Conviction of Formaliſts, and 
the Awakening of Belzeveri tq ſtand 
upon their Watch. 


The Way, of the Hearts worked Pe 
Remedies againſt its Devices, are opened 
and applyed; with other things obſerved | 
thereunto belonging. 


—  — 


By P: Flavell Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


— _- — 


LONDON, 


Printed for Samuel Crouch at the Corner-ſhop 
of Popes-head Al'ey, on the right-hand 
next Cornhill, 1676, 
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Reader, 


I thowtart one who indeed liveſt in 


. the ſindy of thine own Heart, I ans 

" confident this ſhort enſuing Diſcourſe 
will be welcom to thee : 1 ſhall make no 
Plea for its Plainne(s; nor am at all filled 
with ſolicitous thoughts how to reſcue my 
Self from the Cenſures of a vain deceitful 
World, If thou wilt entertain and ſtudy 
it with an honeſt beart, T am confident 
through Divine goodneſs, it may help 
thee to a clearer and better ſettlement of 


.thy Eſtate for Eternity, as to:that whith 


concerns thee in this preſent World; ſure 
T am thou wilt find the Argument moſt 
weighty, and thy Concern therein moſt 
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©» Fo the Reader, 
important, and woe be unto "that Soul 


which miſſeth its defige. 


Now the deſign of theſe Papers is, as 


far as it can to make a true diſcovery of 
'the Deceits of - the Heart, and thereby 
lead ws into a bleſſed Acquaintance with 
our ſelves; and who of us that obſerves 


it, and" the workings thereof, doth not 


find it to be ſo at all times. Now it may 
be it openly oppoſeth you , and then it 


ſecretly inſnares and ſeducethy you now 


#t carryes you off, drawes you back front 
God and Duty, feb. 3. 12, then it will 
turn you aſide to Sin and Vanity, Ia. 
44-20. Now it. diverteth you from Du- 
ty, then it will make you dead and floth- 


' full in Duty. "tis indeed wholly -ſet 
againſt all that is good, and hath a 


pens wayes to binder us in our work, 
and we muſt expet it will do its ut- 
moſt : 'Tis 4 cloſe Enemy, almayes at 


band, and there is no end of its Op: 


poſitiop till Life it ſelf ends; and muſt 
me not complain then with bleſſed Jere- 
Fmiah, That the Heart is deceitful a- 
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| To the Reader: 
bove all things? 1Whexz we moſt reſolve. 
and ſet onr ſelves to follow God, -and'to. 
purſue the work of. our immortal: Souls, 
then doth it ſet us moſt back, ' Now that 
thoſe that read may underſtand and find 
theſe things in themſelves 5 the. Bleſſing. 
_ of Heaven proſper it in ordef*. thereto + 
The time is coming, when thou that art 
ſmntere. ſhalt bid farewell to Sin and ſin- 
ning; for thy Heart ſhall then be as thou 
wouldeſt now have it, and thou ſhalt be 
like God.z, for thou . ſhalt ſee him as he» 
1 3s; and. God ſhall wipe away all tears 
' from thine Eyes : And more particular« 
' , ly, thou. wilt find how Deceit oppoſeth 
the firſt Motions of Grace towards Sin- 
ers, and the Law and Grace of God. 
1 win Believers; which is no more than 
i what the Scripture plainly teacheth con- 
terning it, and Believers evidently find | 


tay learn from the Examples and Ac- 
hnowledgments of others: And this is 
repreſented. is ſuth 4 way as is ſuited 
xinto the Capacity of the weakeſt who is 

| bh | A 3 tort- 
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To the Reader. | 
concerned therein. Now if thou reap 
any Benefit by theſe things, bleſs God, 
and deny hins not an Intereſt in thy 
Pragers, who ( though in many Afﬀii@i- 
ons and Temptations) is willing to la- 
bour in the gloriows Work to which he 
3s called * | 


'» Tam thine inthe Lord, 


L  Phineas Flavell. 
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| verſal Extent of this Deceit in comparifos 


Jer. XVII. g. 


The Heart is deceitfull above all things; 
and deſperately wicked, who cat 


know it ? 
[| ture of Sin opened; and its Property ma- 

nifeſted; it is decesrfull, (2) You have 
its Seat or Subject pointed unto, and this is 
the Heart; the Heart i decerrfull, ſaith my 
Text: (3) You have the boundleſs and uni- 


N this Scripture you kave (1) The Na- 


with other things 3 'tis dece:rfl above all thingsz 
ſaith the Text. (4) You have a great Inter- 
rogation, which implies a ſtrong Negation, in 
theſe words; Who can kzow it ? that is, None 
can know tt. | | 


(1 The Nature of Sin opened ; *tis deceitful; 
No faculty of the Soul, but fin is in it to de- 
praveand vitiate it, and hence when we would 
do good, evil is preſent with us, and wy 
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beſets us in what we doe, or are about todo; 
and for this Reaſon *tis called the O/d Man, * 
becauſe of the ſubtilty and deceitfulneſs,of its 
Nature: We muſt watch it in its firſt motions, 
and firſt-and ſmalleſt appearances, or it will 
threaten a ruinous Prevalency in the Soul: 
The Souls care.feldom or never anſwers the 


_ danger of its ſtate ; it being frequently woun- 


ded + through the Deceitfulneſs that is in 
Sin. | _ | 

(2) The Seat or Subject pointed unto, and 
this is the Heart, and this the Scriptureevery 
where aſſigns it to be; there it takes up its 
eſpecial reſidence, yea invades and poſſefleth 
the Throne even of God. kimſelf: And this is 
the Root of that madneſs and folly. that ſhews 
it ſelf in the Livesof men in the world; there 


* is much filth and folly in the Lives and Acti- 


ons of men, but this is but the opening of the 
Veſſel a. little,” and letting out ſomewhat of 
that which is laid up and ſtored in it: 'Tis 
the Heart that is deceitfull and nouriſheth and 
prompts to fin. Now tht Heart in Scripture 
is variouſly underſtood, ſometimes for the 
Mind and Underſtanding, and ſometimes for 
the Will; ſometimes for the Aﬀections, and 
ſometimes for the Conſcience 5 ſometimes for 
the whole Soul of man, and generally *tis ta- 
ken for the whole Soul of Man, not abſolutely, 
but as it is all one Principle of Moral Opera- 

| tion, 


(3) 


tion, as they all concurre in our doing good 
or evil: The mind as it enquireth, diſcerneth, 
judgeth what is to be done, and what refuſed; 
the Willas it chooſeth orrefuſeth and avoids ; 
the AﬀeQions as they like or diſhke what is 
propoſed to them ; the Conſcience as it warns 
- and determines, are all together called the 
"Heart 7 And in this ſence it is that we ſay, 
the Seat and Subject of Sin is the Heart of 
Man ; here dwelleth our Enemy, this'is the 
Fort and Cittadell of the Tyrant Sin, where' it 
maintains a Rebellion againſt God all our 

dayes, | | 
* (3) The boundleſs and univerſal extent of 
this Deceit in compatiſon with other things; 
it exceeds all things, ſaith the Text, and is 
incomparably ſo : There is great deceit in the 
Dealings of Men in the World, great in their 
Councils and Contrivances, in teference to 
their Aﬀairs private and poblick ; gteat deceit 
in their Words and Actitigs ; the World -is 
full of Deceit and Ftaud; bur all this is no- 
thing to the Deceit that is in mans heart to- 
wards himſelf; for that is the meaning of the 
Expreſſion in this place, and not towards 0- 

thers. | A 

(4) You have the Interrogation, which im- 
plyes a ſtrong Negation, Who can know it ? 
that is, None can know it, and therefore he 
alone is ſaid to know it; 4 the Lord ſearch the 
| | heart ; 
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(4) EN 
heart, and hence he takes the honour of fearch- 
ing the heart to be as peculiar to himſelfand as 
fully declaring him to be God as any other glo- 
tious Atribure of his nature, As we know 
not the hearts of one another, ſo neither our 
own heartas we oughtinany caſe. How ma- 
ny know not the general frame and bente of 
their hearts, whether it be good or bad, fin-+ 


cere or deceitfull/ ,Hath any the windings . | | 


and tunings, aCtings and averſations of his - 
own ſpirit ? Do any know his own light 
and darkneſs ? Do the ſecret ſprings of act- 
ings and refuſeing in the ſoul lye before the - 
eyesof any man? Doth any know what will 
be the inclination and motion of the Mind or 
Will in ſuch or ſach 'a conjunQion of things z 
ſucha ſuiting of Objects, and pretence of Rea- 
 ſonings and appearance of things Deſireable? 
All in Heavenand Earth beſide the 'Infinitely 
Wiſe God, who ſees and knows all things, 
are whopy ignorant of theſe things. And 
thus you have the parts of the Text open- 

ed. | | 


| DoR, | I. The heart of man i naturally and un- 
meaſurably deceitfull, and none can know it 
[ave God alone, | 


My work is here to make diſcovery, as far as 
Ican, of the GCraſts and Freacherics of a De- - 
ſperately 


| | 7 
ſperately deceitfull Heart, and this Diſcovery 
will reach it in its three Eſtates : Before 
Converſion, In Converſion, after Convers 
3on. 
I, Before Converſion, It keeps many men 
in Ignorance and Blindneſs, as to their Spiritu- 
al Condition, all theik dayes : Whatever elſe 
they know, they know not thamfelves. They 
know how Rich they are, . and the condition 
of their Bodies, as to Health and Sickneſs, 
they are carefull to examine ; but as to their 
Principles reſpecting God and Eternity they 
are wholly ignorant, through the Deceitful- 
neſs of their Hearts. The Ground and Rea- - 
ſon of the Efficacy of this Heart-deceit, with 
reference to ſclfignorance,. is taken from the 
Facylty of the Soul affected with it. Now 
Deceitfulneſs properly affe&ts the Mind, and 
it is this that is principally deceived thereby. 
If fin attempt any other enterance upon the 
Soul, the mind (being ip poſſeſſion of its right , 
and Soveraignty)is able to give effeval check 
thereunto-: But where the mind is Darkened 
the prevalency of Sin and deceit muſt.needs be 
great; and the reaſon hereof is manifeſt, be- 
, cauſe the Mind or Underſtanding is the con- 
duQting, regulating Faculty of the Soul ; and 
what this fixes on, the reſt of the Faculties of 
the Soul do greedily affect and chooſe, being 
capable of no reaſoning or deliberation but 
what 
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whit that preſents unto them : and therefort 


. though the affeQions enſnared are very: trou- 


bleſome, yet the Mind deceiyed is: moſt dan- 
gErous, So ſaith the Apoſtle, their fooliſh heart 
was darkgned, but theit Imagination firſt be- 
camevain : and this particularly reſpecteth'the 
Mind, Rom. 1. 21. Now this is the eye of 
the Soul as to Sin, our Selves, God, or the 
things of God, and without this the reſt of 


the Faculties of the Soul will wanderin dark- 


neſs, in the wilderneſs of this World, accord- 
ing azany thing with preſent appearing good 
ſhall offer or preſent it ſelf unto them +. if this 


light in us be darkneſs, how great is that dark- 


neſs ! ifthis be betrayed the whole is threat- 
ned, and endangered by the ruinous prevalency 
of fin, But how is this DoQtrine deſpiſed by 
many who ktiow of ho Deceitfulneſs in their 


own hearts and mindes, nor think there.is any 


ſuch blindneſs in the minds of others, though 
God complains that hzs People persſhed for latk, 


. of knowledge, Hoſea 4.6, yet being ignorant 


of the Mind and Will of God, and-of their own 


© preſent itate as to their well being for eterni- 
ty. they ruth into evil upon every command 
of ſin, While Darkneſs and Ignoranceremain. 
in the Minds of men, whether as to Duty to 


be performed or fin to-be committed, this ſin 
will by no means looſe its advantage, but 


keeps them in bondage thereto through the Ig- 
| ER norance 


» Le; a SITS > LOTS 
G id WO Ot ET Rb} . © IF £ 
wy OE. ON EMO ET ARIES 7 EINE Le 
* 


_ (7) 
norance that is in them. . And hence we may 
learn, what is. that true knowledge which is 


"acceptable with God, How acceptably: do 


many. poor ſouls walk with God? and how 
exactly do they live whoare yet low- as tona- 
tional knowledge ? they know ſo much of their 
own hearts, that fin hath not much advantage 
againſt them :' When others high in their No- 


_ tions giveadvantage to ſin, even by their own 


Ignorance ; though they perceive it notz Men 
cannot. but apprehend there is 'Qecelt in the 
World, bit that there ſhould be Ignorance 
and Darkneſs: in mens hearts, with reſpect 
unto themſelves, their Actions, Duties, 
Wayes; with reſpect unto God and their own 
Eternal condition , That: they 'cannot appre- 
hend. Wut till 'tis poſſible there may be in the 
hearts of men a Blind Self-love ſo far predomi- 
nant as practically to impoſe falſe apprehenfi- 
ons and notions of things on the Minds and 
Aﬀections, with reſpect unto fin, duty, and 
tacir own Eternal»ſtate. What diſorder' is 
there in the Faculties of Mens Souls? What 
remains of fin inſeparable from them in this 
Life, accompanied with all manner of ſpirity- 
al deceitfullneſs? What corrupt reaſanings 
for procraſtinating the moſt important Du- 
ties? What inclinations unto undue Confi- 
dences and Preſumptions ?- Yea, what Vani- 
ty and Uncertainty poſſefixth the Mind ? _ 

| | this 
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| | (8) 
this is the firſt general wherein lyes the dectit- 
fullneſs of the heart. 7M 
2. The conſtant enmity that # working in 
the heart againſt God and his Truth, which lyes 
cloſely covered under this Spiritual Darkneſs, 
Now Enmity is a worſe part or effect of the 
minds Darkneſs, and givesgreat advantage to 
the power of fin, There is indeed Ignorance 


in all Enmity, but there is not Enmity in all 


Ignorance, for fo they are Diſtinguiſhed. And 
never is the Deceit of the heart more ſecure 
than whenthe heart is found in ſuch a Frame. 
Itlayes hold in particular of advantages to pra- 
Qtiſeupon with its Deceitſulneſs, and therein 
alſo to put forth its power in the Soul, Now 
the effec of ſucha frame in the Soul is this ; the 
Holy and Bleſſed Spirit withdrawes fr them 


-and leaves them manifeltly to that evil and fro- 
ward Spirit which their darkneſs and igno- 


rance' hath begotten and novriſhed in them, 
And to-this purpoſe doth the Apoſtle exhort to 
abſtain from fleſhly luſts which war againſt the 


- Soul, 1 Pet!2.11, Mighty difficulties there 


are to deal with, and great Prejudices muſt be 
removed'in the ſoul, hefare it can be conver- 


ted in Gods ordinary way. Great. ſtrokes 


muſt be given to the Conſcience before this can 


| pany be brought about. The cure of the 


eart under this Diſtemper is as the turning of 
the Wild Afs, when furious ſet to purſue her 
| ways 
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(9) : 
way as the Prophet ſpeaks, Fer. 2. 24. The 
Soul at beſt being plunged into a Courſe of 
Alienation from the Lord, and the Profeſſion 
of his wayes; ſcarcely knows what *ris doing 
pntill it come to the very bottam of all ifapic- 
ty, Prophaneneſs and Enmity againſt God, 
Some fall into Debauchery and Uncleanneſs ; 
ſome to Worldlineſs and Covetousneſs ; ſome 
to be Perſecutors of the Servants of God, all 
to the perdition of their own ſouls. When 
Enmity in the heart riſes up againit God, his 
Wayes and Truths, yea, thelight of their own 
Conſciences; how o'ten are men induced for 
the ſatisfying of a Luſt, to do that which ſhall 
imbitter their Lives and Damn their Souls, 
This is enough to Oyl the Wheels of mens ut: 
moſt endeavours, and ſet them at work to pur- 
poſe, And this is the ſecond thing whereih the 
deceit of the heart is manifeſt, and wherein 
it ſhewsit ſelf tobe deſperately wicked. 

3. The conſtant inclination and byaſs of 'it 
20 evil ; I donot mean an habituall' propenſity 
or inclination unto aCtual ſin in the Mind or 
Heart only, but an habitual propenſity unto 
Evil in the-fin, that is in the mind or hearr. 
Whilea man is in the ſtate of Nature, fully 
under the power and Dominion cf ſin, it ig 
ſaid, every imagination of his heart ts only evil, 
f7d that continually, Gen. 6. 5. It can Act, Pro- 
duce, Frame, Faſhion nothing but what is 

RD To. | evil, 


(19) 
evil; becauſe this natural aptitude unto evil 
that is inſin, is a Prevalent Principle in ſuch 
a one. . It isinthe heart like poiſon that hath 
nothing to allay its venemous qualities, and 
ſo infects what ever it touches, And thus 
whatever the frame of the ſinners hegrt be, yet 
before it be aware, without any provocation 
or Tempration ; * when jt knows. not, it is caſt 


under the power of Fooliſh and hyrtfull Juſts, * 


vin produces. its imaginations and contrivan- 
cesſecretly and deceitfully in the heart, and 
fo. prevents the minds conſideration of what it 
is, or might be about, And this is the reaſon 
why many a wicked man ceaſes from his duty 
cither wholly or in part, even from the averſa- 


tion of ſin-unto the ſpirituality thereof ; which. 


is to give in its rule in the ſoul, and truly to 0- 
bey it in the lpſt thereof, And this is the reaſon 
that when Chriſt comes to work over the'ſoul 


' unto the obedience of his Will, all Gods coun: | 
ſells are ſet at nought deſpiſed ; not. this 


or that part, bye every councell of God, Prov.. 
I. 25. The Mind, VVill, and Aﬀections of 
the ſinner are all kept and ſecured againſiChriſt; 
and untill a ſtronger than Satan corties, and 
diſpoſſelſeth him, this inclination of the hearr 


to evil will never be changed ; but the ſoul re- - 


maines under the power thereof, And this is. 
a third diſcovery of the deceitfulneſs of the 


heart, IN 
Ts | CM 4. The 


a- 
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7 : 4. Thenextthingtoimanifeſt the Ueteitfulz | 
. 3 neſs of the Heart; '1s-the Efficacy thereis-in 
ſuch deceir. of Heart' t9 provoke 'tliol[&* that 
are the:Subjects of: it tothe things that tt re- 
quireth: [Much of its' ſecurity, - and" coliffe- 
” quently; its force and efficacy liesin' this; tha 
=>  It.is altogether beyond: our \moſt3Turious 


| 7 feartht+:We deal with /anEnemy>whoſe 


+ ſtrength we know not, whoſe ſecret retire- 

- ments:we cannot diſcover; and: thus 'tis fre- 

' quently found:to be with us when we are ready 
| toconclude-fin-quite Tvined, "ina ſhort time 
+ we findit was but outof ſight: the foub may 
2 perſwadeit ſelf all is well: when fin! niy*be 
> ſafe inthe;hidden darkneſs bf the mind, inthe. 
2: indiſpoſttion'and ſtubbornneſs of the Will, in 
-: thediforder, vanity; and carnality of. the af- 
': fetions; before we-are aware of it; weare 
& carried forth ſecretly; either to trample upon 
2 ſomeby .Pride, or ſwallow down others by 
Covetouſnefs, or to tear in pieces others by 
Revenge and Cruelty: One way or other doth 
fin pur forth/in'us and ſhew the filth, folly, and 
deadnels of our Eitate, ' There are ſeven aby- 
minations :( ſaith Solowon) in the Heart 
which Expreſſion notes perfection and ſtretigth, 


Z | an abſolute compleat number,: Prov. 26. 25: 
And theyare ſuch abominations as conſiſt in, 
*Z andarelirengthencd by. deceit : ſo ſaith Pal, 
* . The Fleſh luſts _—_— Spirit, Gal, 5. "* 
| - 2k An 
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And hence ſprings its Efficacy in hindring the 
Accompliſhment of what we would : its work- 
ings are for the moſt part under-carth work- 
ings, and being no way, diligent and unweari- 
edi the Watch can never ſet themſelves in 


oppoſition to them ; they yield to the impors- 
tunity and power of Luſt through the imper- 
ceptibleneſs of its Actings and firſt Motions in 

S$. It is fo full of, and frequent in contra- 
dictions, ſo that it'is not to be obſerved and 
dealt with according to any conſtant Rule or 
way of procedure, and it is ingrained in the 
weary Nature and Conſtitution of many : 


Others received it from ſomething in their life 


and Converſation; thus do they ſeem to be 
made upof contrarieties : this diſcovers a bad 
Face, and gives them an evil Character and 
Denomination, and is rarely obſervable but 
when it ſprings from ſome ſtrong predominant 
Luſt ; this is it in general with the Heart inre- 
ſpett of its frame as to Moral good, and evil, 
duty, And fin; ſometimes flaming hot, and 
by and by key-cold ; weak, and yet ftubborn 
obſtinate, and yet plyable: thus do our hearts 
contradict themſelves in their Frames every 
moment. At ſometimes you would think it 
werealtogether for ſuch a way or work, and 
ſoon after it is far otherwiſe; none knowing 
to what it is conſtant and fixed, and ſo know 

not 


CI. Fo 
not What to expe from it; and the Reaſcti 
of theſe things is the great confuſion that is 

| brought upon all the faculties of the ſoul by 
ſin: their firſt Creation was in the moſt ab- 
ſolute Harmony; the greateſt Union and Per- 
Perfe&tion; the whole ſoul was in perfect ſub- 
jeQtion and ſubordination to God and his will 3 
Mind, Reaſon, Will, Aﬀections, all were 
directed by, and referred to God, The Mind 
makes diſcovery of what is good;ahd the Will 
anſwers thereunto in its choice thereof; even 
to the diſcovery made thereof by the Mind; 

The AﬀeQtions follow conſtantly and evenly 
the conduct of the Mind and Will; and indeed 
the Minds ſubjetion to God in our Primitive 
ſtate was the moving cauſe of all the Order 
and Harmonious ACtings of the Soul, and a 
the patts of it, This being diſordered and 
enfnared; and captivated by fin, all the Facul- 

ties thereof move crofs andcontfary the one to 
the other, The Will chuſeth not the good that = 
the Mind diſcovers; the AﬀeCtions delight not 
in that which the Will chuſeth, but all are croſs 
and contrary the one to the othertand this is the 

Fruit of our Covenant-breaking-fall in Adams 
which loſt us all diſpoſition to, and defireafter 
fach a Relation and Enjoyment : Sometimes 
the -Will leads, and the Judgment follows 5 
and many times the Aﬀecions that ſhould ' 

: obey in their place, and follow the diftates - 

| B 3 t 


(14) 
the Mind and Judgment; theſe get the Rule 
and Dominion 1n the Soul, and make the whole 
Soula Servant, yea, a Slave unto them ; and 
this is the Reaſon the Soul or Heart is made up 
of ſo many contradiQtions in its ways and aCt- 
ings: Sometimes the Mind and Judgment 
Rules, and then all is ready for willing Obe- 
dience and Duty, and all things are fair; . but 
immediately the deceit of the Will or Aﬀecti- 
ons ſhews it ſelf, and the whole is carried away 
to fulfill ſome curſed Luſt or other,and the caſe 
isaltered; and this makes the heart deceitful 
above all things : It agrees not with, -nor is 
conſtant'to it ſelf in any one thing ; it hath no 
Government or Conduct that is ſtable, and 
being thus unfixed *tis impoſſible to make 
Judgment what its Frame. or bent js; - for it 


knows not, nor can know its own inclination : - 


and thus you have another diſcovery of the 
hearts deceitfulneſs, 
' 6. Thenext particular wherein the deceit 
of the heart'is manifeſted, is the full and fair 
promiſcs the heart makes upon the firſt appear- 
- ancesof things; and this alſo ariſeth from the 
Tame cauſe as the former: It may be, the Af- 
fections are touched and wrought upon, and 
then the Aﬀections ſwaying and influencing the 
whole heart, cauſe it to appear in a fair frame, 


all is well ſeemingly ; -but ſoon after the whole 


Frame is changed ; the Mind was not at all af- 
fected 
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fetedor changed; the affeQions alittle ated | 


their parts, and are gone off withered and 
dead, and all the fair promiſes of the heart are 
departed with them, Lo herea deceiving and 
a deceived heart, who can deal with it? Un- 
ſearchableneſs added to Deceitfulneſs, in» 
creaſeth the difficulty of dealing with fin, as 
it hath taken up its ſeat and reſidence in the 
heart, - Now theſe falſe promiſes do but pro- 
mote the intereſt and advantage of fin: who 
can expreſs the Treacheries and Deccits that 
liein the heart of man, Even when it makes fair 
and full promiſes vpon the firſt appearance of 
things? it is not for nothing that the Holy 
Gholt ſo expreſſeth it, it is deceitſull above all 
things, uncertain in what it doth, falfe in what 
it promiſeth, and never makes good one of a 
thouſand of its own engagements, And hence 
the Lord cautions the people to look to it, leſt 
their own hearts ſhould entice and deceive 
them, They arefull of promiſes, but theſe 
are but as a morning Dew, and as an early 
Cloud they vaniſh away, The heartfrequent- 
ly makes compoſition where there is no reCcon- 
ciliation ; and willingly enters a truce where 
yet there is no peace, and with this frame 'tis 
ſatisfied and pleaſed, becauſe hereby it ſeldom 


comes to do execu:ion uporr ſin, or effteftually 


toroot up any weed of bitterifeſs, but cries 


ashetohis brother, 1 have enouvh my Brother, 
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(16) _ 
Having obtained ſatisfaCtion upon a promiſe 
made, it ſings a requiem to it ſelf, having ſes 
cured its Beloved:the heart will willingly parc 
with ſomething, at leaft bind it ſclf by pro- 
miſe ſo to do, if that will ſatisfie, though it 

+15 break its promiſe, as Sampſon hig 

iths, | | 

'7. A ſeventh Diſcovery of the deceitfulneſs 
of the heart, is the intimacy and inwargdneſs 
that fin hath with the heart, whence it hath 
great advantage to exerciſe its deceit; and 


from hence *tis called in-dwelling fin, and by 


the Apoſtle called the Law in the Members, 
Rom. 7.23. and this deceit of fin not a Law 
propoſed to us, but in-bred in us, and the for; 


Mer may not be compared for Efficacy with 
-the latter; and therefore when the Lord pro- 


mifeth to bring his People from under the pow- 
erof the Law of fin, and ta the obedience of 
the Law of Grace: he thus expreſſeth it, Z 
well put my Law in their beart, and write it in 
their inward part, Jer. 31. 32,33. We have 
an Example taken from the Law, which is con- 
trary to this Law of fin, even the Law of 
Grace, which was in-bred in, and Naturzl 
pnto Man in his eſtate of Innocency, being the 
rectitude of his faculties in Being and Qpera- 
fion with xefercnce to his chicf end of Glorify- 
ing God, and enjoying him for ever: Now, 


7js frgm hegce that it peceiyes its power in the 
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| C17) 
Soul to enable it to Obedience, and to maks 
that Obedience ſweet and eaſie; for this is the 
Nature of an internal Principle, and though 
this Law be obliterated in a great meaſure as 
to the Dominion it once had in the Soul, yet 
the remains of it are powerful and effetual, 
Rom, 2. 14,15. And *tis not now only an ex- 
ternal Law, but an internal living Principle, . 
for God knows the former withour the latter, 
as it is now propoſed, will never do : andthere- 
fore this is fixt upon by the Spirit, inthe Pro- 
phet, as adiſcovery of its inſufficiency, even 
the outward Law or written word as an out- 
ward means of inducing to Obedience ; this 
will never (ſaith the Lord) anſwer my end in 
the diſpenſation of it to a Soul or People, there-, 
fore will 1 walk with them in another way; 1 
will change the outward Law into an internal 
living Principle, and this will make them my 
People, and keep them as ſuch unto the end, 
Now, the like Efficacy hath the Law of fin 
being an inward Principle : it induceth to Obes 
dience, and is very powerful in ſubjecting the 
Soul thereto; for *tis in the Soul as in its home 
or Manſion, there it abides, and quits not its 
dwelling : Who ſhall quit me from this body of 
death, ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom, 7.24? . Now, 
*.jz inthe intimacy and. inwardneſs thar fin hath 
with the Soul, whereby ?cis rendred deccitfyl 
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above all things, and norie can effeRually deal 


wittitbut God alone,” | 
8. Another piece of. the hearts deceitfulneſs 
lies inan unſcaſonableperformance. of  Spiri-. 
tual Duties, Spiritual performances are then, 
untrue. when untimcly, and unſound when un- 
feaſonabje : Now, the deceitfulneſs :of the 
heart lies in preſſing other things as Lawful 
and'neceſfiry in the'room and itead of Spiri- 
tual Dyties; Thus thoſe in- the Parable deny- 
ed coming to the Marriage, and that upon the 
account of their Lawful. Callings, but a gra- 
cfous heart hath a ready Anſwer ; theſe things 
ought tobe firſt done, 'and thoſe not tobe left. 
undone; every thing is beautiful in its ſeaſon, 
where the heart prefers the lave of theſe things. 
before Duty and Obedience it cannot be right. 
in the ſight of God': *Should I, ſays the deceit- 
ful hearr, attend unto all Duries in this or that 
kind,” ftritly for Matter, Manner, Time, and. 
End; I ſhould neglect more principal occ; ons, 
and be vufeleſs to my ſelf and others in' the 
World*, and thraugh the working of this de- 
ceit in an unſearchable heart, particylar buſi- - 
neffes'come rq diſpoſſeſs particular duties of 
4 time,though God giye us time 


endvptifor all that he requires of us in any_ 
kind; \in this world"no one-Duty need to in- 
terfeir with ahother; 'ndr- need men be juſtly _ 
hired from G'orifyin g G01 and favi"g their 
INJ R | 4.4 own 


: (19) 
own Souls; ?tis far more intolcrable that Du-' 
ties ſhould ſuffer than their Callings and .Em-' 


-ployments, though. God hath given. vs. time: 


enough for both, But yet thus. are Men be- 
Suiled through thedeceitfulneſs of their hearts, 
and wholly taken off from the regular perform-. 
ance of all,or moſt of the Duties God requires 
at their hands; the Lord pardon our Second» 
ing Satan in ſo curſed a deſign, and contribu» 
ting ſo much to our own.Miſery - and. this 18: 
another. particular wherein the deceit of the: 


heart is made apparent, - .: 


9. Another pieceof the hearts deceitfulneſs 
lies in this, in that we have not 6nly our Old! 
work to go over and over with, but new work: 
to employ our ſelves about continually while 
we live in the World; new {traragems and 
wilcs to deal. withal, ag the manner is, - where 
unſcarchableneſs and deceitfulneſs are: to be 
contended with : Let us never account our - 
work of Mortifying in to be at an end while 
the place of its habitation is found ro be un- 
ſearchable ; when we think our conflict with 


fin is aver, and our ſucceſs obtained, there is 


{till ſome reſerve remaining, not that we knew. 
notof that we ſaw not; many have been Spi- 
ritually. wounded after great ſucceſſes againlt. 
this Enemy, becauſe they have- given over. 
their work before it was at, an, end:; there js' 


nv way of purſuing ſin inicsunſcarchable holds! 


but 


| (20) | 

but by being endleſs in ogr purſuit : and when 
this is vigorouſly and conſtantly carried on, 
the body of death is much weakned, and the 
Soul i8 much enconraged and carried on toward 
perfection; but there muſt be no fainting or 
giving over while we are in this World: the 
art hath a thouſand wiles and wickednefles 
which we are not acquainted with; andif we 
are off in the leaſt from our Watch, we are 
ſure to be ſurprized ; and hence are thoſe com- 
mands and cautions given out for Watching. 
and Circumſpettion; we that hae todo with 
an Enemy deceitful above all things, can never 
be ſafe unleſs we perfilt in ſuch a frame :' it 
may be'under ſome great Aﬀiiction, fome emi- 
nent Enjoyment of God,under the ſenſe of the 
ſavour of bleſſed Commynion with Chriſt ; we 
have been ready to ſay, fin was Mortified, 
but yet werhave ſoon found by ſad Experi- 
ence, what unſcarchable recefles it had in the- 
heart, and what boylings up of new Corrup- 
tions,” which none could acquaint themſelves 
with but God alone : How many are ſudden- 
ly and ſadly ſurprized by fins they never knew 
of, nor dealt with their heart abour,' bit have 
becry ready to query with their Corrupr' 
hearts, as Hazacl with the King, 4m 1 4 
Dag, that I ſneald do ſuch things astbeſe? And - 
this is the Reaſon or Cauſe amongſt others of ' 
the purſuit of our War againſt (n, "When we 
are 
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: (21) 
are rifing from under the impetuous affauks 
of ſome fin that we have ny to ac- 

vaint our ſelves with in its Nature and Ef- 
es, we arc again worſicd with the ſucceſſive 
aſſaults of new Corruptions, which have lon 
dwelt ſecurely in an unſearchable heart; and 
things being thus with us, our work muſt 
needs be difficult, ſpiritual, and fleſh-dif- 
pleaſing, 

10. The Hearts of Men are unmeaſurably 
deceitful, in that they willingly -employ all 
their deceits unto the Service of ſin, and con- 
tribute them all unto its furtherance ; hence 
is that Advice given, Proy. 4. 23. To keep our © 
bearts with all qiligence. When fin riſeth up 
in the heart by deceit in the firſt motions and 
ſtirrings of it; importunity, yea, violence js 
commonly reſted and rebuked, and when it re- 
turns again with new policy and power, ' is 
finally denyed by the Law of Grace; yet fo 
many and powerful are the aſſaults of fin from 
fdeceit, that the Soul, though Armed with 
Grace, and under Command and Condudt of 
the Spirit, yet trembles thereat, and calts it 
ſelf into the Arms of Chrilt for deliverance: 
And if this be negletcd, it is afſuredly worlt- 
ed, -and hurricd through the mire and filth of 
hurtful and noyſom Lults : I ſay, hurried op 
and down through the power of fooliſh Ima. 
ginations, ſecking Relt, bur finding none , 
"T0 : Some. 
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entertainment ; it gathers {trength and power, 
| and inſenſibly caſts us 1ato a ſinful frame: there- 
fore above or before all keepings, keep thy 
Heart, ſo the Original renders the word; you 
have many keepings that you attend unto, but 
above all keepings prefer that, attend unto that 
of the heart,- and of the Aﬀections, that:they 
| be not again enſnared and entangled with ſin, 
There is, there can be no ſafety where this is 
neglected; ſaveall and loofe the heart, and 
the: whole is bezray?d into the hands of fin :. 
Your Lives, E{tates, Families, Reputations, 
all are conſidered and kept by you; but above 
all keep thy heart with diligence, for it im- 
proves all its deceits unto the ſervice of fin :' 


Sometimes we are ready to conclude a free-" 
dom from the- hearts deceit as if prompts to, - 


and prepares the wy to fin, it may be upon 
ſome ſignal enjoyment of God, ſomefull ſup. 
ply of Grace, ſome return from wandring, 


ſome deep affliction, ſome through humiliation, 


we are ready to abate our ſuſpition of: 'our 
hearts, and to much too lean to our own' un- 
derſtandings ; yet even; here we may accuſe 
our-ſclves:of Folly, becauſe we -frid by ſad 
Experience. that things with us arefar. other. 
wiſe; the heart i31ti]} engaged in the-purſuit 
of 


Sometimes: by. our negligence, ſometimes by 
our carnal confidence to-give check to ſin, it 
makes its entrance: upon the: Soul, and; finds: 
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of Folly. 
thine /own heart, rifle the Labyrinths,' and 
break open the falſe bottoms there ; ſee what 
.of ſin isinthee: is there any Darling fin, ſuch 


nd 


(:25 ) 


Awake then, O finner, down'into 


as cogs with the Complexion, or falls in with 
thy Calling, or any way fteals away thy heart 


and aftections from God ? be ſure that this 


is an accurſed thing, a Delilab, as the word 
imports, anexhauſterof all that is precious in 
the Soul, how fair ſo ever it may lookito ſenſe, 


it is virtually wrath and forrow unto thee z 


and *tis the rather ſo from the willing contri- 
Ry the heart gives tothe furtherance there- 
Q w ; "T4 t f LI og 7 

IT, The deceit of the heart. is further ma- 
nifeited in the retreats, © fhelters, or coverts 
that it hath for the ſafety and ſecurity of'' ſin, 
and theſe are-found to be ſometime the: minds 
darkneſs, the wills ſtubbornneſs, the affecti- 
ons deccitfulneſs, and many: ways-it hath to 
ſhelter fin by deceit : Now, deceit in the heart 
prevails conſiderably if we conſider the Nature 
of itin general; which lies in a repreſentation 


. of things unto the Soul otherwiſe than indeed 


they are-in themſelves ; and it repreſents them 
thus cither in their Nature, Cauſe, Effects, 
or preſent Reſpects unto the Soul : andthis it 
doth by hiding what ought to be ſeen, and con- 


| fidered by concealing circumſtances, conſe- 


quences, and tiereby manifeſting things thag 
$ indeed 
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indeed are not, that the mitid may make a falſe 
Judgment of them through deceit : Thus did 
Facobdeceive [ſaac, and theſe are the retreats 
and coverts for {in;look upon fin then as it is an 
evil,an only evil, infinitely more loathſom than 
the Dogs Vomit, or Swines Mire and filth, or 
Menſtruous Cloaths, by which things it is 
ſhadowed forth in Scripture : Arraign it as the 
greateſt MalefaCtor that ever was, call in 
Death and Hell, a curſed World and groaning 
Creatures, the ruines of Angels, and the Souls 
of Men, the Bloody Paſſion of Chrift, and the 
wrong and Injuries done to God himſelf to 
bear witneſs againſt it: Eack of theſe can tell 
ſad ſtories of it, and all willcry out, :Crucifie 
it, Crucific it + give it thence a doom that it 
may die accordingly ; itrip it off its falſe nails 
and deceitful covers, its bewitching appear- 
ances; pull off its golden profits, and filken 
pleaſures and purple, of falſe honour, that it 
may appearas it is in its Native deformity, 
ſinful ſin,ouf of meafure ſinful { ſometime *rwill 
ſtart in a thought, creep in at a'ſenſe, of hide 
it ſelf under thoſe things that are Lawfvl, or 
ſo play with thy fancy till it perſwade thee to 
make a ſurrender of thy affcCtion, and there 
it makes a Covert for it felf: And this is ano- 
ther Conviction of the deceitfulneſs of the 
heart, a plain diſcovery that it is deceitful 
above all things. 

| 12, The 
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12, The Deceirfullmeſs of the heart us further 


' manifeſt, in that though it looſe its room in the 


Life and Aﬀettion, yet it retaines its indyelling 
in the Mindor Fudgment, There may be a- 
voiding Temptations to in in the life, and a 
great withdrawing of that dear affeQion we 
once had for it, it may be, upon ſome great 
afflition, ſome ſignall diſappointment, it 
may be it hath been pregnant with ſcandall to 
thy name and reputation; or ſome way or 0- 
ther prejudiciall to thy Body or Eſtate, and 
this may cauſe thy affeCtions to hang the wing, 
but the Mind may retain its liking and appro- 
bation ; and a ſecret reſerve may lie hid for 
fin, The hand of God in his Spirit may be 
high and ſtrong upon the Soul in copviction of 
fin, and aſenſeof its evillz and yetno vigour 
or power from a Spirituall life as its contrary 
at work, but rather a ſecret loathneſs in them 


' totake upon them the yoak of Chriſt, Yea, 


ſometimes there may be a propenſity to the 

contrary; and the Soul had rather do any thing, 
embrace any diverſion, though it wound it ſelf 
thereby.lf it pray,or meditate,itis even weary 
before it begins the work; and cries, when 

will the work be over? yet even here God 

and the Soul are immediately concerned. The. 
ground of all this is the mind that ſhould be 
atfeQed and concerned in this matter & ſhould 
be the great ſpring to move and determine the 
relt 
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conſiderations that-arc prevalent with God, 


_ and by being in aTeadineſs to plead and man- 


nage, them in the molt ſpirituall manner, and 
to the belt advantage; I ſay this leading Fa- 
culty.retains its approbation and choice of ſin, 
Now 'tis not only difficult, burutterly impoſ- 
fible to. get the Soul in ſuch a frame, as to lay 
out it ſelt to the utmoſt in hatred and oppoſiti- 


on to.ſin, ,to be clear and conltant in this duty, . 
While the Mind remaines thus affected. Now © 


the enmity of the Mnd;though it be the main, 
yetnot only reaſon of this (tate of things.in the 
Soul:;;for ;another reaſun may be, the Minds 
want; ofa right underſtanding of the Duty ir 
ſelf, andotthe way of manageing the ,Soul in 
it, Andthus you have:another diſcovery of 
the hearts Deceitfullneſs, and. that in none of 
the leaſt miſchiefs and evills which the heart a- 
bounds with in its depraved ſtate, | 


13: The Deceit of the heart ts further mani-' 


feſted, if we conſider,” that upon the propoſal of 


a Temptation it ſeparates betwixt the Dottrine - 


of Grace and the uſe and endthereof. It dwells 
upon the Notions thereof, and intercepts its 
Influences in the proper application: of it. 
From the Doctrine of the afſured pardon of: 
fin, the herrt infinuates a regardleſsneſs of it ; 


Ephraim (ſaith the Prophet) loveth tg tread 
onf 


reſt oftheFaculties by being furniſhed withtl e 
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| (27) 
ut the corn, He loved to work when he 
might eat, and alwayes-to have the Corn be- 
fore him ; but Epbraim ſhall plow, (ſaith God) 
a labour needfull, though at preſent.not fo de- 
lightfull; Moſt men 'love to hear ' of the 
DoQtrine of Grace, of the pardon of Sin, of 
Free Love, and ſuppoſe they find: food there- 
in, and tis evident they Thrive and Grow in 
the Life and Notion of -tnem : but to be plow- 


ing up the Fallow'Ground of their hearts, and 


to be ſearching after ſin; this work they have 
no ſuch delight in, thovgh it be noleſs necef- 
ſary than the former, Though the path of the 


exerciſe of Grace be not ſo trodden, as that of 


Knowledge and Notion; yet 1s it the only 
way to come to the true'knowledge of Grace 
itſelf, how many Wiſe and -grown in other 
things, have little skill in the. ſearch of their 
deceitfull hearts, and from the pleaſure they 
profeſs in the Doctrine of the Goſpel, there- 
fore they ſuppoſed they really believed it : 


"but hereinlies the Deceit of their curſed heart, 


which might ſoon be prevented if they would 
but ſearch them more and not truſt them. God 
in Chriſt makes the propoſition, and the Devil 
and the corrupt Deceitfull heart make the con- 
cluſion; even to grow regardleſs of '{in from 
the Grace of God whereby it is pardoned. 
Now the Apoſtle declares in his reproof a 


deteſtation of ſuch an infinuation, Row. 6. 7. 
| | & Shall 
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(28) 

Shall we continue in Sin that Grace may 4- 
bound? God forbid. The deceit of the heart 
is apt to make thatconcluſion, but we give it 
not the leaſt'countenance thereto, Fxde con- 
firms it for a Truth, that the hearts of men 
have improved this Deceit, though to their 
ruine and overthrow, 7ade ver. 4.. Vngodly 
men, turning the Grace of Godinto Wantonneſs. 
And how many inſtances hereof have we in 
theſe dayes of fin? the oppoſite to this, even 
grace, ſhews much of the Wiſdom and Power 
of Faith : for the Soul being caſt into the mould 
and forme of the Doctrine of Truth, about 
the full and free forgiveneſs of all fin in the 
bloud of Chriſt, then to be able to keep the 
heart ina deep ſenſe of its own deceitiulneſs, 
and humiliation thereupon is a great fruit of 
Goſpel-Grace. And here you have a Touch- 


: ſtone for the tryal of your knowledge, whether | 


it be truly ſaving, yea or no. Itempties the 
Soul of Fond and Falfe conceits of its own ſuf- | 
ficiency,ifit be Genuine and of the right kind; 
and teacheth to water a free pardon with þ 
Tears : it teacheth us to watch for the diſco- 
very and ruine of thoſe heart-evills,. which yet 
we are ſure ſhall never ruine us : but if it ſe- | 
cretly and inſenſibly make men looſe and *! 


| Night intheir thoughts about ſin, *tis a grand ! 


deceit of a carnal heart, And hence is that * 
broken bleeding frame that we find ——_ ; 


(29) 
walk in, fo that it is hard to know, whithet 
to reduce their ſtate, whether to the Law or to 
Grace; and yet have a greater watch upon 
their hearts, and more conſciouſly tender of 
ſinning, or yielding to its deceits, than thoſe 
who abound with more Knowledge than them- 
ſelves. And thus you have another deceit of 
the heart deteted, and the heart found to be 
deſperatly wicked, 


14. The deceit of the heart lies in the way of 
mannagement, which is inſeparable from it in all 
sts deceits; it is always Carried on by degrees, 
by little and little, that the whole of the deſign 
and aim be not at oncediſcovered;And thus did 
the Devil deal with our firſt parents in the 
Temptation that befell them : he proceeds in 
it by ſteps and degrees; firſt he takes off an. 
Objcfion, by telling them they ſhall nor die; 
and then propoſeth the good of Knowledge to 
them,and their being like God thereby,and all 
this was but to conceal and hide his own ends 
upon the whole from them. He gains vpan. 
them by deceit, and then makes uſe of what 
is gained to preſs on to further effects, from - 
the whole thus itated to them, And thus did 
the Egyptian King deal with the 1/rae/sres, 
Exod, 1, he did not at the firſt attempt the cut- 
ting them off atonece; but his way was (ver: 
10.) ro deal craftily with them; and thus it was 
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expreſt, for firſt he begins to oppreſs and bur- 
then them until they cry out, and complain 
inthe bitterneſs of their Soules; and this pro- 
duceth and brings forth their bondage, ver. 1. 
Having this fair advantage for their Slavery 
and Vaſſallage, he proceeds to the murther of 
their Children, ver. 16. He falls not - upon 
them at once, but proceeds by degrees ; and 
thus we ſee the working of a deceitfull heart, 
which is perfectly known to God alone. It is 
from the Nature and inclination of the heart, 
and its own deſignings, that it is guilty of per- 
petrating in a great meaſure ſuch or ſich evils. 
How doth the finner play with ſin, in the Fan- 
cy and Imagination, before the affection prey 
upon it, andit takes with the heart ? There is 
a gradual approach and letting out of the heart 
unto fin, that the deceit and wickednef; of it 
may be the more indiſcernable and ſecure. 


15. Thenext particular wherein the deceit- 
fulneſs of the heart is manifeſt, is when the 
heart in part gives -up it ſelf to ſin from a pre- 
tended wearineſs in its oppoſition unto it ; and 
hence is that inſtrution, Zuke 18.1, That 
Hen onghr always to pray, and not to wax 
faint, And Heb. 12,3. That we be not weary 
nor faint in our minds, There is an averfation 
in the heart Naturally unto immediate Com- 
munion in any Duty or Ordinance with ar 
| - mo 


(31) | 
moſt Holy God: New, ſuch is the Nature of 
ſome Spiritual Duties, that there is nothing. 
more accompanying them whereby the carnal 
part may be indulged or gratified ; and the de- 
ccitful heart pleads the advantage of its weari- 
neſs, to withdraw it ſelf by inſenſible degrees 
from its oppoſition unto fin in theſe Duties, 
Now, in publick Duties there is ſomewhat of 
that Nature beyond pure Acts of Faith and 
Love, whereby the carnal part may be ia part 
ſ:tisfied;but no relief they coming in by others, 
but what is purely -Spiritual, they become a 
wearineſs,and burthenſome to fleſh and blood ; 
this is like Travelling alone without a Com- 
panion or Diverſion, - which makes the way 
ſcem long and tedious, but brings the Travel- 
ler with ſpeed to his Journeys end: and thus 
the. Diſciples when according ro their Duty 
and preſent diſtreſs they ſhould have been 
found much in the Duty of Watchfulneſs unto 
Prayer,their Lord finds them faſt aſleep: hence 
he remarks a weakneſs in the fleſh, bug a wil- 
lingneſs in the ſpirit, and from this weakneſs 
grew their indiſpoſition to, and wearineſy of 
their work; their hearts complying with the 
deceitfulneſs of ſia they are enſnared an4 -tae 
ken, their oppgſtion to it being neglected; 
fin offering for the relief of the weak and w-ary 
fleſh, Spiritual and Natural fleſh do mutually 
alliſt and aid cach other by ſinful complyance 
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in this matter. And thus it was in the Spouſe, 
Cant.5.2,3. She was aſleep, drowſie in her 
Spiritual condition, and pleads her unreadineſs 
to ſhake her ſelf from that ſloth : Now, if the 
heart be not watchful to prevent and put by ir. 
finuations of this Nature, if it tir not vp the 
principle of Grace in the heart to retain its Rule 
and Sovereignty, and to put by, and refuſe all 
fleſhly infinuations whatever; it will aſſuredly 
give vp it ſelf inpart ta ſin, from a pretended 
wearineſs in its oppoſition to it : and this is ano- 
ther particular wherein the geceitfullneſs of the 
heart is very evident, 


16, Thenext particular wherein thedeceit 
of the heart is manifeit, is, a willing ignoran-e 
where ye the beginnings ofour failing and de: 
clenſions in the wayes of God ; and that either 
as toour generall courſe, or to our diſcharge 
of particular duties, Now theſe things are of 
greatconcernment tous: when the beginnings 
and occafions of a ſickneſs and bodily diſtem- 
per are known, it is a great adyaptage to di- 
rect in and unto thecure of it. And hence God 
to recall Zion to himſelf, ſhews her where lay 
the beginning of their fin, A{icah 1. 13, Now 
here lyes the beginning of $in to us, even 
the hearts being wanting in a due attendance 
in all things unta the diſcharge of its. Duty. 
The Principal care and charge of a = 
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ies in the keeping and right management of 
his heart, and if he fail in that, the whole is 
betrayed, cither as to its general frame, or as 
to particular miſcarriages. God looks not at 
the multitude, but at the manner of perform- 
ances of particular Duties, whether they are 
done with that intention of Mind and Spirit 
that God requireth : would you therefore take 
the true meaſure of your ſelves, confider how 
*tis with you in this we are enquiring after ; 
conſider whether by any of the deceits men- 
tioned the heart hath not been diverted or 
drawn off from its Duty ; and if there be de- 
cays upon you in any kind, you will find that 
there hath been the beginning of them,by one 
deceit or other,the heart hath been'made ſloth- 
fol, uncertain, and regardleſs unto Duty,and' 
being thus beguiled, hath loſt a full reward. 
- And this is the fruit'of a willing Ignorance, 
where lie the beginning of our declenfions in 
the ways of God : Let us then remember 
from whence we are fallen, and Repent, and 
do our firſt works again; let us try our works, 
as*tis ſaid the Eagledoth her Young ones,even 
by a Sun-beam, many that undertake the pro- 
feſſion of Religion, and Duties canſequent 
thereupon, think not of their own frames 
the diſcharge of them, their hearts are charged 
with other things, onely Duty takes up ſo 
mych of their time; this is but to mock God 
C 4 x  —_ 
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and deceive our ſelves: Alas, may ſuch a Soul 
ſay, had T been more punctually faithful in 
the diſcharge of Duty, and emptied my heart 
more of the World and fin; if 1 had not been 
Svilty of the abuſe of Goſpel- Grace by giving 
Entertainment to vain hopes and fooliſh imagi- 
nations, Thad not been thus withered, detay- 
ed, fick, weak, wounded, defiled ; my. care- 
leſs, deceived, and deceitful heart hath becn 
the beginning of Sin and Tranſgreſſion unto me, 
And thus you have another character of the 
hearts deceitfullneſs, = 


_ 17. Another part of the hearts deceitfullneſs 
lies ina ſecret changing of the Matter of our Stu- 
dy and Aﬀection, even the Sufferings and Croſs 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Oyr mind and thoughts being 
cmployednpon this as their Object, it hath. an 
exceeding Efficacy towards the diſappointment | 
of the whole work of the hearts deceitfullneſs, 
*T was this that Crucified the Bleſſed Apoltle to 
the World, and the World to him, Gal. 6. 
14, This his heart was ſet upon, and theſe 
were theeffetsofit, From the World doth 
the heart take the baits and plcaſures of ſin, 
with which being taken and enſnared,it proves 
Neceitfull, While the heart is filled with the 
Croſs of Chriſt it caſts a ſhade of death upon 
every thing beſide that ; they have no excellen- 
£y Or defireableneſs in them : it layes the ax » 
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the root of fin and ſinful affeQtions; and leaves, 
no principle to go forth and make proviſion 
for the fleſh to fulfill the luſts thereof. "Tf thy 
heart be not attended ; if it be not excited, 
directed, and warned by the ſtudy of the 
Croſs of Chriſt; itwill be apt to decay in its 
proper work, and fin lies19 wait to take every 
advantage againſt it, Many complaints we 
have of this Nature in Scripture, of thoſe who 
loſt their firſt love, in living in the neglect of 
the ſtudy of the Croſs of Chriſt ; let us then 
be jealous over our own hearts, lelt we alſo 
be overtaken with the like Deceitfull frame, 
Labour much then in the ſtudy of the Croſs 
of Chriſt ; conſider the ſorrows he underwent; 
the Curſe he bore; the Bloud he ihed z the 
Cries he put forth; the Love that was in all 
[this to your Souls, and the Myltery of the 
Grace of God therein, Study. the Vileneſs, 
Demerit and Puniſhment of Sin, as hively re- 
preſented in the Death of Chriſt ; and this 
will keep thy heart from diverſions unto Sin, 
- that in vain will the Snare be ſpread before 
thee, Ifthe matter of our ſtudy vere not ſe- 
cretly changed ; and our heart Faint, Powers 
leſs,and ſeldom in Holy Meditation ; Sin covId 
have no acceſs to our Souls. And thus yeu 
. have another deccj< of thiz heart diſcovered 
and the great evil of Falling in' therewith ; 
the Lord help us to uf the te.t remedies, and 
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bring vs to further Knowledge of our own 
hearts, 


18. The Deceitfullneſs of the heart i fur- 
ther manifeſted, in its frequent enter taining of, 
and imaginations about ſenfull Objetts; from 
whence ":14 certainly entangled with the evil of 
Sim. When the Heartſtirs up frequent ima- 
ginations about the propoſed Object, which 
'tis led forth and enticed unto through its own 
deceit ; then fin prevails, and the affeions 
are gone fully after it : fills the Mind and poſ- 
| ſeſfeth it with images and appearances of it 
continually, Such perſons devife iniquity 
and praQiſe it, when 'cis in the power of their 
hand todoit, AMicab 2.1. and Peter tells us 
they bave eyes full of Adultery, they ceaſe not 
from fin, their minds are poſſeſt with a con- 
tinual repreſentation of the Objet of their 
Loſts; and it is ſo in part, where the heart 
is in part intangled with .fin; and begins to 
turn aſide untoit : and Fehr tells us of the 
things that arein the World; rhe luſt of the fleſh 
the luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, 1 
Joh. 2. 14. The Luſt ofthe Eve,is that which 
by them is convey?d unto the Soul : Now 'tis 
not the bodily ſenſg of ſeeing, but the fixing 
of the imagination from that ſenſe, that is here 
intended on ſuch things : and this is called the 
Eyes, becauſe things are conſtantly thereby 
| re- 


EN (37) | 
reprefented unto the Mind and Heart, as out- 
ward Objects are unto the inward ſenſe by 
the Eyes: And thus Achaz declares how his 
deceitful heart prevailed with bim, Zoſh.7.21. 
about the Golden wedge and Baby loniſh gar- 
ment ; he employes his thoughts upon the 
Profit and Pleaſure of them; and then his 
Heart goes forth deceitfully in projecting 
their poſſeſſion : Now abiding thoughts with 
delight upon forbidden ObjeCts, are in all Sub- 
jects and Caſes aQually ſinfull; There may 
be a Lodging of vain thoughts in the Heart, 
as the Prophet ſpeaks and complains, a thing 
finfull and to be abhorred, and yet this may 
be where the conſent of the will unto fivisnot 
obtained, Thoughts may begin to lodge in the 
Mind about a matter or buſineſs, which yet 
the Soul would not doe for the world, though 
yain thoughts lodge about them: Yet even 
here there is required a narrow watch and 
ſtudy of the Heart, Thoughts being the Mcf- 
| ſengers to carry Sin from the Imagination ta 

the Soyl, and there make a Preſentation of its 
worth ; and jn this the Soul is willingly de- 
_ with a falſe ſhew and appearance there- 
Pr, 


(19) The Deceit of the Heart will furthcx 
appear in the ſinfull Reſerves the Heart enjoyeg 
in every thing it doth, or is employed abour 
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in the Service of God, The deceitfull heart 
contents it ſelf with generals, to ſhift it felf 
from attendance unto things in particular In- 
ſtances; it relts ſatisfied with a general pur- 
poſe of referring all things it doth or may do, 
to the Glory of God, without confidering 
_ every particular Duty may have a pecu- 
tar tendency and reference thereunto : Thus 
Saul thought he was perfect in the whole will 
of God, and had. really deſigned his Glory, 
in the Service he performed in his war againſt 
Awmalek, when for wantof ſtudying and per- 
formance of every particular Duty belonging 
to that ſervice, (which is the ſinfull Reſerve we 
are now enquiring after) he diſhonours God, 
ſpoyls his Service, and ruines himſelf and his 
Polterity with him. Men may flatter them- 
ſelves unto a ſat:;zfaction about their Ends 
8nd Actions in- things, when they have no gra- 
cious Principle in Duties that have reference 
thereto : And thus the Young man in the Go» 
ſpel perſwades himſelf of his Integrity in what 
was done, and to he done, for the Glory of 
God and his own Salvation; yet a finſull Re- 
ſerve for the World lay hid in all this, andhe 
went away forrowfull upon that difficult and 
flcſh-diſpleaſing Duty that Chriſt enjoyns him, | 
which was indeed the Touch-ſtone of his fjn- 
cerity, and the tryal of what had paſſed be- 
fore for real Grace, Go ſell rhat thou haſt, 
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and take up my Croſs, and follow me, ſaith 
Chriſt, Lake 18, ver, 22, Ifa perſon travel a 
Journey it is not onely neceſſary that he di- 
ret his Courſe ſuch a way, and ſo proceed 
- but every turning and'other Occurrence in his 
way mult be oblerved, otherwiſe he may ſoon 
be loſt, and never attain his Journeys end, 
General aims at ſuch an End, will never help 
us to the reaching of it, unleſs we ply parti, / 
cular Duties that have ſpecial reference as the” Mw 
way thereto: And this can never be done 
where the heart hath one ſinful Reſerve to prey 
upon: Thus Saul cries in his Expedition 
againſt Amalek,, Come in thou bleſſed of the 
Lord, ( ſaith he to Samuel ) for 1 have done 
the Commanaments of the Lord: He is now 
comforting himſelf in the thoughts of his work 
done, though he had not attended the whole 
willof God in that matter, but ſome ſinfull 
Reſerve renders him and his work unaccep+ 
table: This alſo was their Condition, that we 
read of Tſa. 58.3. Wherefore have we faſted, 
ſay they, and thou regardeſt it not ? They had 
pleaſed themſelves in the pe: formance of that 
and the like Duties, and conclude that* God 
mult be pleaſed alſo: But he plainly ſhews 
them wherein they had failed, which cauſed 
him to reject them; the Heart was deceit. 
full, having ſome ſinfull Reſerve in that Aﬀair, 
Thus you have another Inſtance of this great 
Truth, (20) The 


_—_ CE. 


"ww 


6 a. "oO £ _ = 
a SEE Da IL7 DAI SP 2; $4 
"4 IG OI PBT IA LET 7 Wo <LI Sur" nguttt 5 —— 
I CO NCENSTD Þ Se 2m, 40 RE; Oo EI © NES IR 
: gi =, O PE LOO 


' (49) 


(20) The laſt general I ſhall infit upon as 
the undoubted CharaQter of a deceitful Heart, 
is this; even the ſinfall and dreadful Diviſion 
the Heart may admit of as to the Wayes and 
Truths of God, and this may in ſome ſence 
befall the Beit as well as the Worlt of men : 
Now in order to the making this great Truth 
plain, the Diviſion of the Heart asdireCt con- 
Arary to that bleſſed Union whereby the Heart 
is myftically one with the Lord Chriſt, doth 
neceſſarily fall under a two-fold Cogſiderati- 
on: (1) Withreſpect to Enterance or Foun- 
dation union; and this is proper to the Wic- 
ked, who are naturally alienated to the Life 
of God, having no hope, but without God in 
the World. (2) There is a Diviſion of the 
Heart in oppoſi:ion to Union of Progreſs : 
and this may atid doth befall the choycelt o 
the Lords People : Here it is that the Heart 
may be much divided in reſpeQ of the im- 
perfect work of Sanctification in the Soul : 
You may conſider the whole of Heart-divi- 
fion as it may and doth befall the deareſt of 
Gods Children in theſe few particulars, 

rt. So far as the Heart is under the Power 
of Luſt, ſo far'tis divided arid eſtranged from 
God. This was the Caſe of bleſſed Peter, 
who once thought and really judged, that 
though all men ſhould forſake Chriit and the 
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Truth, either wholly, or as unto the degrees 
of Obedience and Holineſs they had once ob- 
tained, yet he would not; but we know what 
was the iſſue of that matter, how and where- 
. in his deceitfull Heart impoſed vpon him 2 
He had Light into, and Conviction of his pre- 
ſent Duty, with neceſſary and ſtrong Reſoiu- 
tions to continue therein ; yet even this ſe- 
cures him not from the Denyal of Chriſt : 
but here the Heart proves divided, and is mi- 
ſerably impoſed upon by the Deceitfulneſs 
of ſin, having ſecret pretences to countenance 
it ſelf in complyance with the Temptation. 
And here I may fadly aſſert, once for all, that 
there. is ſcarcely any thing at this day in the 
world, wherein all ſober men do generally 
agree, except this alone; That the Hearts of 
all men do wax worſe and worſe; and that 
to ſuch a degree, that former Ages afforded 
no Preſidents: Few .or no Initances are extant 
of the decreaſe and abatement of any one fin 
in its Love or Practice, but rather men ad- 
vance unto higher degrees of Confidencein its - 
- perpetration : How few Inſtances of ſpiritual 
Recovery from any of our decayes have we 
at this day ! And this is a ſad proof, that the 

Hearts even of the Saints are much divided in 
point of Progreſs from the Wayes and Truths 
of God: . The general Prevalency of this evil 
of Heart-deceit, ſo far as we are thereby ſub- 
jeRed 


(a) 
jeQed to the power'of- Luſt, proclaims ſuch 
a danger, that no man*that takes care of his 
_ own Salvation, ovght or can negleCt ; There- 
fore let vs watch, ftand faſt, quit our ſelves 
like men, in taking-to vs 'the whole Armour 
of God; Let us be jealous of our own 
hearts; conſtant and diligent in the uſe of all 
Means publick and private, for our preſerva- 
tion from the Deceit and Power of in-dwell- 
ing Sin; becaufe, ſo far'as we are ſubjected 
to the curſed importonity thereof, ſo far we 
are feparate from the Fear of God, and Stran- 
gers, yea Enemies to a life of Practical Holi- 
neſs, 'And how-regardleſs are we grownof 
Gofpcl-Holineſs and Obedience, and while 
we differ about the Form, the inward Power 
thereof lies-by neglefted, no thriving deſign 
for: the Retrival thereof being on foot! Alas, 
what coldneſs in Love is there, what Barren- 
neſs in Heart and Life among Profeflors, what 
decay of Zeal, what heart-Adherence to the 
World, in the Love of it, though unſuited to 
our preſent State and Condition in it 5 what 
Neplett of Duty, what ſeldomneſs in Divine 
Viſttations, what want of Life and Delight-in 
ſpiritual Communion with Chriſt ; what hurt- 
full *growth' of carnal Wiſdom with its Atten- 
dants do we daily find in our hearts! Hereby 
we ate ſadly degenerate in every thing that is. 
heavenly, ſpiritual, through the craft ung 
| than, 


than, and the deceitfulneſs of our corrupt 
hearts: And if we will not yet be awakened 
by all-this,: if we- will not ftir-up our ſelves 
with the Gifts and Graces which we have re- 
ceived; if we will pleaſe our ſelves that all is 
well, and like to continue ſo, and will walk 
with. boldneſs and confidence in the- way of 
the. World and Sin: O that my Head were 
waters, and mine Eyes a Fountain of tears, 
that my Soul could mourn in ſecret for it : 
Know. Our .inability to ſtand in this day. of 
Temptation which 1s come upon all the world, 
to trye them that dwell on the Earth. 


; Obje&, But how. may the heart be ſaid to 
be under the Power of Lutt, when the Apo- 
ſtle faith; Sin ſhall. nat have. dominion over. 
*, for .we are not under the Law, but under 
Grace?-. SI Is | 
... To this I anſwer, There is. a two-fold Do- 
minion of Sin in the Soul; . the firlt, habitual 
and univerſal; and this is proper to the wicked 
and unregenerate, but wholly inconfittent with 
the Calling and Condition .of .a Saint: The 
ſecond , particular and attnal; and this is 
poſſible-in a ſtate of Saintihip, and our Union, 
with Chriſt may be much weakened. there- 
y 3 and of this we have fad Inſtances every 
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2, So far as wearedecayed, and fallen away 
from the degrees of Holineſs and Obedience 
that we have attained, and that it may be 
for a long ſeaſon, and poſſibly with reſpect 
unto ſome eſpecial fin, from which we are 
recoverable, and which doth not caft us ab- 
folutely under the power of it; yet fo far 
.as we are fallen intoa dying condition in Spi- 
rituals, ſo far we aredivided from the Wayes 
and Truths of God, :Now decayes befall us 
ſometimes through the Power of ſtrong Tem- 
ptations, the deceitfulneſs of the heart joyn- 
ing with their own Sloth and Negligence ; 
Corruptions, this or that, fora time, and in 
Particular, may be too ſtrong for our Con- 
victions, and after we have thought our ſelves 
above them, we may again be prevailed up- 
on and overcome by them; one or other Luit 
may grow fo ftrong in us, ſo habitual to us, 
that we may fall 'once and again under the 
power of it, untill.it may be we have loſt 
much of the ſenſe of its Guilt, and more of 
Strength and Power to reſiſt it: Now ſo far 
as we are under the Decayes mentioned, ſo 
far is the Heart divided through the deceitful- 
neſs of Sin, 


3. So far 44 we are joyned to Idols, ſofar 
are we divided from God, his Ways, and Truths. 
| _—_ Any 


(45) 
Any thing inthe World beloved as God, or 
above him, is moſt certainly become an Idol 
to the Soul : and every thing, any thing, is 
more or leſs taking according to its ſuifable- 
neſs to, and prevalency with the Mind. ' And 
wete it not but that the Minds of Saints are 
powerfully influenced with reſerves for Hea- 
ven, and the things of Heaven it were impoſ- 
ſible they ſhou]d exceed the World in their 
Lives. The World is no Token of Gods fa- 
vour, nor a Pledge of Bleſſedneſs to any in 
' their ſins; much leſs defigned an Idol to Saints, 
for whom "was principally purchaſed by 
by Chriſt : and yet how far are we wrought o- 
ver to a complyance with with it through de- 
ceit, -Unbelicf, the Deceitſulneſs of Sin, 
Corrupt Lults and Aﬀections, Care about and 
Love of Richcs, lie all in a readineſs to give 
advantage whereby ſome Idol may entcr and 
take placein the Soul. Now though itbe im- 
poſſible that a- Saint ſhould love the Wor'd a+ 
bove or in equality with God, yet may they 
be ſadly enſnared and entangled therewith, 
And to conclude, the various wayes whereby 
the World prevails with the deccitiul Heart, 
ſhould warn us continually to ſtand upon our 
watch 2: did it work only one way, it might 
the more eaſily be withſtood : but when the 
methods are diverſe it works by, and theevils , 
it runs us into, ſo many ;z we have necd toſtu- 
D 2 = 


(46) 
dy ovr own Hearts, and keep them (if poſh- 
ble) with all diligence. How carelefs in Ho- 
ly Duties, Cold in Zeal, Luke-warm in Loye, 
Barren in Good Works, Cleaving unto, and 
Conformableto it, Low in our Light, Dubi- _ 
ous inour ſtate, Uſeleſs in the World, Fear- 
ful, of Tryals, doth the World- render us 
where 'tis immoderately affeted. Theſe things 
being diſcovered, what manner of perſons 
ought we to be ? 


4. Sofar as we are carnal and ſenſual in on? 
Frames, ſo far us the heart divided from the 
Wayes, and Truths of God, A Soul may be 
in a Spiritual ſtate, yet often found in a Car- 
nal Frame : This was formerly a Spiritual 
Peltilence, walking more in Darkneſs ; but 
is now a Deſtruction waſting at Noon-day. 
There are in our Souls and Minds the ſame 
Principles of Sin; and Love of the World, as 
are in thoſe who are Denominated from no- 
thing elſe; And how ſoon they may be excited 
and drawn forth, by outward occaſions and 
'Femiptations, and cauſed to iſſue, though ina 
partial Apoſtaſic, from the Wayes and Truths 
of God, we know not; The lives of many do 
expreſs that the more powerfull influences and 
extraordinary effects of the Word and Spirit 
_ areſuſpended : andhe that makes no obſcr- 

Nation of theſe things in himſelf, is —_ ” 
ic 


(47) | 
ſick of the Zaodicear diſtemper : And if we 
willnot beſtirred up and awakened to a more 
Holy Watchfull Frame, 'tis feared we may 
come to- be in the condition of the Church of 
Sardi, to have a name to live, but to be dead. 
Several cauſes and effects there are of this 
Frame, we are now diſcourſing of ; great ſur- 
prizals, ſtrong Tempations, negligence in 
Watching againſt the deceitfulneſs of our 


hearts, may produce temporary abnegations 


of the power of the Goſpel, and woſull declen- 
ſions from the due obſervations of its com- 
mands, with wandring into fooliſh opinions 3 
yet recovery may and muſt be had from all 
theſe, and we brought by Repentance unto 
Salvation : And this will render the dcſpair 
of thoſe cauſeleſs, who are ever awakened in 
this World time enough from a courſe of fin- 
ing, deſtrutive to their Souls. And thus I 
have now finiſhed the Twentieth diſcovery of a 
deceitfull heart ; the Lord grant that after 
all this, none may be ſelf-deceived, who read 
theſe lines : the wayes and workings of a de- 
ceitful heart are innumerable, and cannor be 
recounted : but the principal and moſt dange- 
rous of them, I have herc manifeſted as the 
Spirit and Word have ſupplyecd in the ſearch; 
and yet after all this, we muſt lie down in 
ſorrow, and conclude witi this weeping Pro- 


phet in the words of the Text, The heart i - 
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deceirfull above all things, and deſperately 
wicked, who can know it ? yetafter all, we 
are comforted with an. / the Lord ſearch the 
beart. Y 


(1) Uſe of Information : If the Heart be 
thus deceitfull, then the work of a Chriſtian 
in contending with and mortifying of Sin, 
muſt needs be an endleſs work; becauſe the 
Scat and Cittadell of this Tyrant is unſearch- 
able; and, when we have done all that we can 
in- the Mortifying of fin, there are ſtill Re- 
mains: that we cannot diſcover, Thus was 
the Caſe with holy David, who was ſurpri- 
xd into great Sin aſter a long Profcſhon, ma- 
nifold experiences of Gods goodneſs, and a 
watchfull obſervation and keeping himſclf 
from his Iniquity : Sin onely retires upon 
Mortifying work, into ſome unſearchable Re- 
ceſſes it hath got in the Heart, as to its In- 
being and Nature, though it be greatly wea- 
kened'as to i:s Power and Effects; and yet 
what wiſdom is wanting among moſt in the © 
world // how little. diligence is uſed by many, 
conſtantly to ply heart-work / If they can bur 
fafe-puard other Concerns, the heart is too 
much left to take its own courſe, and then 
hath it an advantage to exerciſe its deceit; 
Heart:deceit is never leſs inſpected than in 
the uſe the heapt is put to in keeping other 

Zo ol. : 


| (49) | 
things; all Events depend upon a conſtant 
management of the heart againit its deceits, 
Heart-work being conſtantly attended, the 
who'e courſe of our Life here will be accor- 
ding to the Mind of God ; and our End will 
be the Enjoyment” of him for ever; And if 
this work be neglected, we do in a great 
meaſure labour in vain, whatever elſe we do, 
Blefſcd is he who thus feareth alwayes: This 
conſtant purſuit of Sin by Mortifying Acts, 
will make men carcfully and 'conſcientzouſly 
to avoyd all Occaſions of all things that look 
like Deceit; or that may on any account have 
a tendency thereto, whether in their inward 
Frames, or outward Practices, Thoſe who 
have not taken in a ſenſe of their Danger in 
intermitting heart-work,, will ſee. lirtle rea- 
ſn to concern themſelves with this Diſcourſe,. 
There muſt be in ſuch a ſeaſon as this which 
15 paſſing over uz, a frequentcalling our ſelves 
to an account, how things ſtand with us as to 
the inner man; what is the ſtate of our ſpi- 
rit1al Life; whether our Faith, Love, doe 
thrive or decay, and whether God or the 
World do get ground in our AficQtions; and 
thit Command of the Apoſtle, which we have 
Colsſſ. 3.5. on thiz Account, is as neceſſary for 
them tov obferve, who are towards the end of 
their Race, as thoſe who are but at the be- 
ning of it; Afvrtifie theref. ne your men». 
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(59) 
| bers that are on the Earth ;, be alwayes doing 
of it while you 'live in the world. And in- 
deed that which further diſcovers the Hearts 
Deceitfulneſs, is, in that all the oppoſition that 
ariſeth in vs to any thing that is ſpiritually 
g00d; whether it be from the. Minds Dark- 
neſs, the Will's ſtubbornneſs,' or ſloth in the 
AﬀeCtions, with all 'the ſecret Arguings and 
Reaſonings that are in the Soul in purſuit of 
them; the dire Object of them is God him- 
ſelf: Arid this ſhould influence us to a per- 
_ contending with, and oppoſition to ſin, 
f the Heart giveout or ſlack in its oppoſiti- 
on to fin, we ſhall quickly ſee this Enemy ex- 
erting it ſelf with new ſtrength and Power : 
And this is the firſt Branch ofthis Uſe, © * 


(2) If the Heart be deceitful above all 
things; this calls for perpetual Watchfulneſs 
over it; 'and the Reaſon is at hand ; Becauſe, 
neither negligence in the ſtudy of -our own 
Hearts, tior a n_G repoſed in them, that 
they will be alwayes true unto their ry 


and cternal Intereſt, is neither the Rule © 
our preſent Duty or future Judgement : If a 
ſtrict Watch be not kept upon the Heart , 
-. *twill ſuddenly loſe jt ſelf in Worldlinefs, car- 
' nat Wiſdom, Negligence of holy ' Duties , 
and Barrenneſs in all the Fruits of the Spiri: : 
And that nothing is got hereby,” yea that all 
IO, gg A OT wi. 


51) 
will be loſt atlaſt, heart, and world, and every 
thing wherein we are concerned, the Holy 
Gholt teſtifies in variety of Scripture-warn- 
ings. Let us then be diligently attentive-un- 
to the Deceits of our own Hearts; a bold 
and hazardous, careleſs frame of ſpirit, ven- 
turing on all Companies and Temptations, 
complying with Vanity, and profane or world- 
ly Communication, ard led intq by-wayes of 
in, through the cunning ſleights of the Heart 
thatlie in wait tq deceive, is that which hath 
and will ruin thouſands in the world ; when 


ſelf-jealouſie, humility, and fear of offending, + 
are by experience found to be ſoul-preſerving 


Graces ; Doth the Heart promiſe fair\, relt 
not on it, but lean upon Chriſts undertaking 


for thee : Doth thz Sun ſhine g'oriouſly in the | 


Morning, reckon not therefore on a fair day, 
the Clouds may riſe, and rata fall, tzough the 
Morning give a fair appearance. The Heart 
may make a fair ſhew ot things, all may ſeem 
to be in ſerenity and peace, when turbulent 


AﬀeQions may preſently ariſe, and cloud the. . 


Soul with Sin and Darkneſs; An open Enemy 
in the Field that deals by violence only, and 
intends to give a pitched Field-battle , al- 
wayes gives ſome reſpite; you can acquaigag 
your ſclves with his Motions, and what be 
intends, but againſt Treachcry and Deceit, 
private Ambuſhgs, nothing ſecures but con- 
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4 (52) 
tinval Watchfulneſs: There is no living for' 
them who have to deal with an' Enemy de- 
ceitful above all things, unleſs they perliſt in 
ſuch a frame; let us then watch our hearts 
with reference to Duty and Danger: For: 
though Temptations abound with | Circum- 
ſtances, encreaſing their Efficacy, yet the be- 
innings of Deceit are in our own Hearts : 
For the different Effects that theſe things have 
upon the Minds and Lives of men, is prin- 
cipally from themſelves; as they are carcfull 
and watchfull over themſelves in a way of 
Duty on the one hand, or ſlothfull and neg- 
ligent on the other hand; ſo are they pre- 
vailed apain:t or preſerved in Temptations : 
Let there be then a ſpeedy exerciſe of our ut- 
moſt wiſdom in ſifegurrding our hearts from 
what is evil, an4 t'is will anſwer the advice - 
the Apo'tle gives, and finally preſerve us 
from the errour of the wicked : *Tis one'y 
Regererating Grace that can dry up in, a 
reat mcaſure tte Springs of Sin; and Holi- 
ne's in the Life, abates the ſtreams and act. 
ings of it; yet where there are (as therc 
will be in the bet) the Remains of it, the. 
Heart is ſtill deceirfull above all things, and 
therefore calls for the ſtritet Watch, 


C3) If 
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(3) If the heart be deceitfull above all 
things, than hence be informed, that *tis the 
great concern of the people , and a dutyhigh. 
ly incumbent on them, to commit the whole 
buſineſs with all care and diligence, vnto him 
who can ſearch the heart to the uttexgmoſt ; 
and can graciouſly prevent all its Treacheries 
and Deceits. Inthe things before diſcourſed, 
lies ourduty; but here lies our ſafety, There 
is no dark corner of our hearts but he can ſearch 
it ; no Deceit but he can diſappoint it : This 
courſe David took, P/ſ. 139.23. Search meO 
Lord, and try me ; as if he had ſaid, the moſt 
of what I know of my Deceitfull heart, is but 
the leaſt part of what] am ignorant of : I can- 
not Trace the Turaings and Windings of it, 
| only let 'me be finccre and without offence, 
and have no reſerves for ſia hid in me. The 
keeping of our hearts awake, and attentive un- 
t> their relief, is that that preſerves us from ut. 
ter ruine, / have prayed for thee, ( ſaith 
Chriit unto Peter) that thy Faith fail not 7, and 
if the heart be once hindred for looking up to 
God, for releif by Grace 5 it will eafily be in- 
duced to take up with any thing. They who 
ſee not their danger, will ſee little reaſon to 
be inquiſitive after releif, or to look out for 
ſuccour and refuge againſt atime ofneed; and 
| the 


( 54) 
the beginnings an] progreſſive workings of de- 
ceit in the heart, are oft-times ſo Secret and 
Imperceptible as to us, that we greatly need 
Knowledge and DireCtion from Chrilt : : and 
we areoft-rimes apt toſay in our ſelves, what 
or whom ſhould a man tru#f, if he cannot re- 
poſe Confidence in his own heart, though at 
the ſame time the heart is a ſupplanter ? The 
beginning of all Neceit (wiick is an aſſured 
entrance intoallevil) lies in mens leaving theig 
hearts unto themſelves, and truiting in them, 
without committing them unto Chriſt, and 
that in a continual app:ication unto him, for 
DireQias, Aſſiſting, Preſerving, E: tablih. 
ing Grace, If this be neglected, our hearts 
areready to yield to any, under the power of 
which, Satan or the World ſhall have a mind 
todrawthem, The preſſing of this Duty is - 
uſefull, yea neediull, to maintain a courſe o 
obedience at all times : and rhat which is aim- 
ed at, is th: Exerciſe and Diſcharge of the Du- 
tics now diſcourſed; with reſpect unto the E- 
viland Daager under conſideration. Now if 
we are found in the utmo!t of our Du:y, we 
ſhall have cauſe to rejoyce (in the Grace of 
God) in eur preſervation and deliverance 
from heart-deceit : But if we beſlothful} and 
fecure, what hopes can we have that we ſhall 
Reſiit and Conquer the Evils that do fo eaſily 
beſct us. The Ways wherein the Decei:full 
ns ; berrt 
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heart puts forth Efficacy, are fo ſecret and va- 
rious, and the Current furthered by ſo many 
and various Temptations; lying itrongly a- 
gainſtus, that they re not to be numbered. 
Let us then maintain a watchful care cver our 
own hearts, 2nd a ſtudious endeavour inthe 
uſe cf all means, for their prefervation in 
Soundneſs of Dottrine, and Holineſs of Life. 
And here lye the ſprings of the whole courſe of 
our obedience ; an 5cquaintance with the ſe- 
veral principles of the| eart, and their diverſe 
actings, is the principal part of our wiſdom 
(next to Free Grace) in our Ju'tification 
through the Blood 0't1e Lamb, Great care is 
then to be uſed in the management of our heatts 
and wayes before Gcd ; otherwiſe all things 
will quickly be ruinous in our ſtate, Where 
the Subjects of a Prince are in Feuds and oppo- 
fitions one apgainit another; great Wiſdom 
mu{t be excrciſed in that government; or it is 
impoſſible it ſhould ever be preſerved, Ovr 
Obedience; and conſequently out Eternal con- 
dition will. be much influenced in the rightor- 
dering of this Aﬀair, O you in whoſe hearts 
are any thing of the wayes of God, lcave not 
our hearts till you have wiſely committed 
hem and their affairs unto him : for there is a 
conltant Enemy unto this in every one of uz; 
and what an Enemy it is, hath in part been 
dicovered; How do we Live and Walk as if 
| we 
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. (96) 
we had no enemy to encounter 5 Though our 
Folly and Miſtake be evident in the whole of 
our progreſs in the ways of God, If ye 
would notdiſhonour God, nor offend the Ge- 
neration of thoſe that fear him , nor blemiſh 
his ways, and wound your Conſciences ; en- 
danger your Souls, nor grieve the Holy Spi- 
rit; if you would keep your Garments clean, 
and Eſcape the Temptations and Pollutions of 
the World, and be preſerved from Apoſtaſie, 
whether wholly or in part; let us gird our 
ſclves unto the diſcharge of this Duty : the 
neglect hereof inferrs innumerable other evils, 
' and is the cauſe of the ruin of thoſe that periſh 
in this World, 


(4) Is the heart deceitful above all things? 
Why then Saints may know to whom they 
owe their preſervation upon all accounts and 
notiook on it as a common thing : When the 
heart hath concei'zed fin by deceit, hath the 
Lord cauſed it to prove abortive, and ſo deli- 
vered youfrom the impending evil of ſuffer- 
ing ; know afſuredly you have received mercy 
thereby, though God deal not theſe mercies 
alwayes in a ſubſerviency to the Covenant of 
Grace : And had not God dealt thus with 
you ic your condition, it may be you had been 
a Terrour to your ſelves, a ſhame to your Re- 
lations, 


(57) | 
fations, and under pumſhment due to fin ag 
its effect; yea uſeleſs to your ſelves and 0- 
thers in the World : Beſides there 15 an addi- 
tional guilt alwayes attending the act of fin, 
above what the meer conception hath in it. 
Others might have been drawn into a partner- 
ſhip with you in fin, andſo have ſuffered for 
ever on that account ; ſothat the World is a- 
bungdantly bettered upon ſuch Providences as 
theſe, and the heart reſtrained from being ſo 
deceitful and deſperately wicked as it would 
appear. *Twas God that ſpake to wicked 
Abimelech, and ſaid, I have with-held thee from' 
ſinning againſt me, Gen 20, 6, And herein 
lies one part of the myſteries of Free Grace, 
Gods meeting the - heart in the higheſt reſo- 
lutioos unto Sin and Wickedneſs, with the 
higheſt Efficacy of Supplying, Renewing 
Grace: Hereby he manifelis the Choiſelt of his 
Love, and gives the Heart- Experience of its 
deceitfulneſs atall times ; filling it with ſhame 
and Sorrow in the Conception, God inſinu- 
ates ſuch Love and Kindneſs, that it Effectu- 
ally takes off the heart from fin : in Gods dif- 
penſation, though he meet us every day in full 
purpoſes to fin agaialt him, throvgh the de- 
ceitfulneſs of our hearts ; yet he graciouſly 
recovers us toan obediential frame of Heart a- 

. gain, When the Soul lies at -the brink of 
ſome iniquity, he frequently ſhews his care 
| and 


NB (58) fs 
and Faithſulneſs in diſappointing the Heart, 


and giving Deliverance « he ſuffers them nor ' 


io be worried with the reftleſs importunity of 


Deceit; and thereby carried forth unto wayes 


that will diſhonour God, fill them with ſhame, 
ſorrow, and render.them uſeleſs to themſelves 
and others inthe World, . Look not. on theſe 
things as common then, but know your keep- 
er, and own his preſervation of you from ma- 
nifold evils, Let theſe things lie warm upon 
your hearts, provoking of you to a Faithfull 
diſcharge of thoſe Duties wherein your ſafety 
and Gods Glory are ſo nearly concerned. 
Thus you have the Foutth Inference improv= 
ed. 


(5) The laſt Uſe is this; If the heart be 
thus Deceitful above all things, then ſee hence 
the great uſe of Magiſtracy inthe World; a 
grcat and ſignal inſtitution of God in concur=- 
rence with others, for the accompliſhment of 
molt Holy and Wiſe ends,. peculiarly. man- 
naged by the good providence of, God, to ob- 
viate the ſuperfluities and exceſles of a.deceit- 
ful heart : and this is done by the Majeſty . 
and Terrour. of him that, bears not the Sword 
in vain, God fixes. this on the heart of all 
men, Rom. 13. 4. 1f thou do that which is evil,; 
be afraid, for the Power bearsth not the Sword 
| n 
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Ca vain, for he is the Miniſter.of God, a re+ 
ven#er to execute Wrath on them that do evil, 
The principal uſe of Magiſtracy lies in a bleſ- 
ſed Subſerviency to the Providence of God, 
in hindring the production of much Sin in the 
World. When there was no Judge in 1ſrael, 
every one did what was right in his. own eyesz 
every mans right invaded, and nothing ſecur- 
ed , forthere was none to be a Terrqur to 
the workers of evil; no reſtraint or Jaw given 
to theigLuſts, as we ſee by the ſtory in the 
laſt Chapter of the Book of Fzdges. Now the 
prevention of evil by the interpoſition of the 
Sword between the Act and Thought, is the 
oreateſt bleſſing in the World, next to thoſe 
of the Goſpel and Covenant of Grace , with- 
out this the World would be but a field of 
Bloud, woful work and havock would te 
made amongſt men in the World; but God 
hedges up our way by Mercifull Providences, 
and drawes he Sword for a Terrour unto the 
Wicked, and a Praiſe to thoſe that are found 
in Well-doing. Are we at peacein our houſes, 
at reſt in our Beds ? have we any Enjoyments 
untouched? for this we are beholding to a 
mercifull Providence that always attends us 
with a watchfull eye. Whoſe perſon would 
not be defifoyed or defiled ? whoſe Habitation 
would not be Ruined ? and whoſe Blood not 
ſhed if a ſecret Inviſible Power did wh day 
E an 
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and to this we are beholding, for what” isgor 
may be dear to us. | 
And now I have done, what remains to make 
theſe few ſheets a bluſhag to many, but a con- 
ſtant Exerciſe of Faith and Prayer; which a- 
lone can quicken and make them fruitful ? 
Therefore that I may cxpreſs my ſelf in the 
Churches Language, Till the day break, and 
the ſhadowes flee away, I will get me to the 
Alountains of Myrrhe, and ti the Hills of 
Frankincenſe : that is, to a conitanfAlively 
Exerciſe of the mentioned graces,as the Blefſed 
Spirit ſhall give aſſiitance; and. without this 
all our Studies and Labours will be but vain 
and inſucceſsfull, and our ſelves in the end 
muſt lie down in Shame and Sorrow. We 
ſhall looſe our Crown and the World, their 
Souls and that Eternal Statc of Bleſſedneſs, for 
which they were created, That which hath 
' been the ſubject of this Diſcourſe, 1s. granted 
tobe in part inſitted on by others; therefore 
my deſign is only to endeavour farther to car. 
ry on thediſcovery of heartdeceits, in its act- 
ings and oppoſitions to the Grace of God in 
B:zlievers, and in the tenders and offers of it 
to the Souls of finners : - And many things 
there areat preſent which ſcem to call for this” 
work as neceſſary, The fruit off a Deceitful 
heart in the Lives and Decayes of many in, 
point of Holineſs, and the Scandats and Miſ- 
carriages 
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carriages that others are chargeable with ; do 
ſeem to invite to a following on the work : 
and of how great uſe the things diſcourſed are 
to!'Watchfulneſs and Diligence, to Faith and 
Prayer, Repentance, Humility, and Soul- 
Abaſement; the ſtudy and improvement of 
them will make to appear, 


Books Sold by Samuel Crouch. 
Dr. Filkins gift of Prayer. 
_ Dr. Wilkivs gift of Preaching. 
Dr. T:llotfſons Rule of Faith, in An- 


fiver to ſure footing, with an Appendix, 


by Dr. Stillingfleet. 
War with the Devil, or the young 
Mans Conflict with the Powers af Nark- 
neſs, a Poem, By B. K. t 
The Artof Painting, wherein is 'in- 


cluded- the whole Art of Painting all 


manner of Sun-dials, alſo all manner of 


Timber-work, viz. Poſts, Pails, Pal- - 


lifadoes, Gates, Doors, Windows, 
Wainſcotting, Border-boards for Gar- 
dens, or whatever elſe requires, either 
Uſe, Beauty, or Preſervation. from the 
Violence or Injury of Weather : By 
John Smith, Philomath. New. : 


The beſt Match, or the Souls Eſpouſe 


to Chriſt, in ſome Sermons, By Mr. Ed- 
ward Pearſe, Late Miniſter of rhe Gofs 
_ pel in London. 

Mr. Herls Tripis. 

Mr. Garbut Demonſtrate on the Re- 
CE xection. | 
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Books Sold by Samuel Crouch. 
Mr. -Fox Time and the end of Time. | 
Earls Characters. 
The Aecompliſh'd Lady's Delight, 
In Preſerving and Cookery. 

He ſells alſo the Spirit of Salt. The 
True Spirit of Scurvy-graſs, Bucks 
worth's Lozenges, Lockier's Pills. | 


% 


